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Chairman's Welcome
Hello and welcome to this month's
Newsletter.
Being August, I’m sure many of you are
away on holiday enjoying even more
sunshine. However, with the wonders of
the internet, you can receive your
Newsletter on your smart phones, tablets
and  laptops and enjoy a little piece of
Thrapston, wherever you are.
With the Plaza closed while a new
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kitchen and bar are installed, there will not be a monthly meeting in August. However,
there will be our annual BBQ at the Thrapston Sailing Club and I’m looking forward to
meeting many of you there. This event is now totally sold out, thanks to the valiant
efforts of the social committee.
I have received a number of flyers for national events organised for U3A members.

▪ U3A Explores Science at the Royal Institute on 5 October.
▪ Exploring Elgar, at the Elgar Birthplace Museum, Worcester, on 7 October.
▪ What Makes Great Theatre? A workshop day at the Piccadilly Theatre, on 4

November.
▪ Exploring Portraiture at the National Gallery, 26 November.

In addition there are details of an ATG Theatre card for U3A members.1
Because there won’t be a chance to exhibit these leaflets at a monthly meeting, I have
asked the Editor to include them in this Newsletter.
I once more appeal for a volunteer to take up the roll of Secretary on the
Committee. The rise and rise of Thrapston’s U3A has been an amazing success
story, due to the selfless efforts of our past and present committees. Help us to
maintain that momentum and take this wonderful organisation on to ever greater
heights. If you want to be part of the success story, come and join. Please call me on
01832 735797, or any committee member. Details are on the web site.
Enjoy your Newsletter.
Frank Boydell

1 - See pages 7 to 12 for copies.
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General Meeting Friday 17 July
Ian Keable (right) gave an erudite,
informative and very entertaining account of
the life and works of the 18th century
cartoonist, James Gillray. We learnt that he
was the successor to Hogarth and by showing
cartoons from both, Ian was able to explain
how their approaches differed. He also
pointed out that it was only with the
weakening of the power of the King and the
arrival of our first Prime Minister, William Pitt,
that satirical cartoons began to be produced.
He suggested that anyone who drew
cartoons satirising Henry VIII, for example,
might wonder where his head would end up.

Pitt, King George III, Sheridan
(the playwright and impresario)
were all targets of Gillray’s
cartoons in which we saw scenes
full of detail, unlike modern
cartoons which make a single
point. Gillray continued to be a
thorn in the side of the
establishment until he was
incapacitated by mental disorder
in his later years; suffering
possibly with bipolar disorder, as
King George may also have
done. As an aside we learnt the
(maybe apocryphal) tale that
when Alan Bennett’s play, The
Madness of George III, was
turned into a film it was re-titled,

The Madness of King George, for American audiences for fear that they would
feel they had missed The Madness of George I and II.
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Places-2-Go
Punting on the Cam is our next adventure. On Sunday 23 August 16 I have
booked lunch and then at 2pm we will set sail for some chauffeured punting
through the backs. All very exciting.
This is an open group and anyone can take part as long as they are a member
of Thrapston U3A, so contact me asap. maddie.places2go@gmail.com 26 Fair
Lane, Thrapston. Phone Maddie on  01832-734510 or 07961-919740 for further
information.

Forthcoming Events
Branch meetings start at 10.30am on the third Friday of each month at the
Thrapston Plaza unless stated otherwise. Doors open at 10.00am when
tea/coffee and biscuits are served.
21 August       Thrapston and District U3A Barbecue. 11.30am to 4.30pm with food

served from 12.30pm. Now fully booked.
18 Sept.           Branch Meeting - Derek R Harris, Up the Cut, the Story of the

Development of England’s Canal System in Tales and Songs.
16 October     Branch Meeting  - Polly Feeley, Music and Memories from a 1950s

Childhood.
December Thursford Spectacular Christmas Show is fully booked. Iris  will

email the arrangements for those who have booked at a later date.
6 January Aladdin. A pantomime matinee at Milton Keynes. Tickets at £25 and

bookings and payments at the barbecue or at the September
general meeting.

16 March Chicago. A matinee performance at Milton Keynes
For Theatre Trips you may add your name to the lists at the Branch Meetings.
Pauline Dennison Tel: 01832 723724
The U3A holds several national events which may be of interest to you. Please
check the U3A website (www.u3a.org.uk) at the events and competitions page
of the Members’ Area Homepage.

▪ All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no attention to
criticism.

▪ How long a minute is, depends on what side of the bathroom door you're on.

▪ Isn't having a smoking section in a restaurant like having a peeing section in a
swimming pool?

▪ When I was young, I used to go skinny dipping. Now I just go chunky dunking.
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Group Leaders’ Reports
Many groups take a break during the summer. This is the perfect time to look at
current groups. Is there something that you would like to do that is not there?
Maybe you are thinking of starting a group and would like some advice.
Whatever is on your mind concerning the groups I can always be contacted by
email at groupsthrapstonu3a@gmail.com or phone 01832 720262.
Enjoy the BBQ and the entertainment that is being provided by the Ukulele
Group and the Live Music Group. (Please don’t throw tomatoes!)
Hopefully groups will run at full strength next month
Marion Healey, Groups’ Co-ordinator
Crochet - Our first meeting was fun! We will meet again on Tuesday 15
September from 2 to 4pm, at 45 Market Road, Thrapston when we will have
Caroline and Wendy with us again to spur us on. If you missed the first meeting
do come along, but ring me first on 01832 733436 so I can tell you what to bring.
Thereafter, if there is enough interest, we will meet on the first Monday each
month from 2 to 4pm. Guinette Davies
Local History Walks  - Titchmarsh 25 August. This will be the second Titchmarch
walk with the same leader. Meet either at the Thrapston Co-op car park at
10:15am or outside the Titchmarsh village shop at 10:30am. Please let me know if
you would like a lift to Titchmarsh. The cost will be £2 with a maximum 20
walkers. Brenda 730225
Military History – The group received a very interesting and informative talk by
Gerry Martin on the Korean War. Gerry supplied us with hitherto unknown (to
most of the group) anecdotes on the progress of the war.
There is no meeting in August when the members have a well-earned break.
In September the Group will resume with a talk by David Turner on the First
Boer War.
Photography Group – The
Group looked at the results of
the photographic expedition to
Hamerton Zoo in July. Some
very fine photographs were
taken of a variety of subjects.
The quality of the photographs
shows that members are
getting a better understanding
of their cameras and the
principles of composition and

 Continued on page 6
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Homerton Zoo

Some of the many photographs
taken by the photographic group

during their recent visit.



6

This newsletter is published on behalf of the committee of the Thrapston & District
U3A. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor, or of the
committee of the Thrapston & District U3A or of the U3A Trust.
Editor and publisher - Parry Jones, 18 Roman Way, Thrapston NN14 4TE
Tel: 01832 732668 and email <editorthrapstonU3A@gmail.com>
Website www.thrapstonu3a.co.uk
Thrapston & District U3A committee e-mail is <U3Acontact@gmail.com>

Chair: Frank Boydell
Treasurer: Tricia James
Group Co-ordinator: Marion Healey
Publicity: Ann Carter
Social Media: Rachel Thompson
Website: Neil Busby

Vice-Chair: Michelle Collison
Secretary: To be advised
Membership: Madeline Fisher
Speaker Seeker: Brian Elliott
Editor: Parry Jones
Member: Vacant

Thrapston and District U3A Committee

depth of field and more esoteric matters such as perspective.
Some of the photographs, kindly provided by Linda are included in this
newsletter. They took an opportunity to review activities and  the administration
and organisation of the group.
Places-2-Go - On Friday 26 July, Places-2-Go group held their first event, playing
petanque at the White Lion in Geddington with an early evening meal after. It
was great fun and Barry, a former England player, was there to chivvy us along in
all the (nearly) right moves! We are planning another game in September, at a
different location perhaps?
Punting on the Cam is our next adventure. On Sunday 23 August 16 have booked
lunch and then at 2pm we will set sail for some chauffeured punting through the

backs, all very exciting. We hope
to take photos of this and all future
adventures.
This is an open group and anyone
can take part as long as they are a
member of Thrapston U3A, so
contact me asap. if you would like
to play petanque in September.
No date as yet but probably a
Friday afternoon with early
evening meal. Contact phone
01832 734510 or
maddie.places2go@gmail.com
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